
 

 

 



Note about AQA financial statements and operations 

The following audited financial statements and statement of service performance were prepared to 

meet AQA’s financial and service reporting requirements for the year ended 30 June 2015. For 

financial reporting purposes, AQA is a subsidiary of the New Zealand Vice-Chancellors’ Committee 

and the consolidated accounts of NZVCC (incorporating AQA) can be found on the NZVCC website: 

www.universitiesnz.ac.nz.  

The operations of AQA, including academic audits, are independent of the New Zealand Vice-

Chancellors’ Committee and of the individual universities. The consolidation of AQA and NZVCC’s 

financial accounts in no way compromises the operational independence of AQA in carrying out its 

activities. 

  

http://www.universitiesnz.ac.nz/


Reflections from the Chair 

The 2014-2015 financial year was another busy one for AQA with the completion of three New 

Zealand academic audits (the University of Auckland, Victoria University of Wellington and the 

University of Canterbury). In addition, AQA completed an academic audit at the request of the 

National University of Samoa and the audit of the University of Waikato was also underway by the 

end of the financial year. 

AQA itself was subject to external review with the site visit of the review panel held in late June 

2015. This five-yearly review always brings with it a welcome chance for self-evaluation and 

reflection and the 2015 review was no exception. The Board of AQA is grateful to the work of this 

eminent panel composed of one recently retired New Zealand Vice-Chancellor and two 

internationally recognised experts in the field of academic quality assurance. I wish particularly to 

thank Honorary Professor Roy Crawford who chaired the external review panel. The review report 

will be released publicly later in 2015.   

Halfway through Cycle 5, I believe that the new framework is providing a robust and transparent 

model for audit consistent with national expectations and with international good practice. Auditor 

and university feedback suggest that the framework is generally working well. There is always room 

for improvement and with discussions about Cycle 6 about to commence over the next 12 months, 

we will be looking to engage with the wider community of interest. In particular, we will be focusing 

on how we can continue to ensure process and outcomes that provide high levels of assurance to 

stakeholders, while also being of genuine assistance to the differing aspirations of New Zealand’s 

eight universities. As AQA audit reports show, these are institutions with increasingly mature quality 

assurance systems and processes. External audit continues to play an important role in those 

systems, but it is the quality enhancement-led nature of AQA’s activities that, I believe, makes its 

operations so important for the sector. 

Shortly before the end of the financial year I received notice from Dr Cameron of her intention to 

retire in early 2016 after nearly 6 years in the role of Director of AQA. There will be other 

opportunities for me to thank Jan for her immense contribution during this time, but as I think this 

annual report and the aforementioned external review report will show, she leaves AQA in very 

good heart with a new framework, a significantly heightened profile and a growing international 

reputation. It is this reputation for robust and enhancement-led quality assurance that contributes 

strongly to the high regard in which New Zealand’s university system is held. Jan and the Board of 

AQA retain a close watch on national and international developments in quality assurance and it is 

pleasing to be able to assure the Vice-Chancellors and broader stakeholders that AQA’s work is 

internationally comparable and respected. I expect an incoming Executive Director to pick up and 

continue the good work of Dr Cameron in this regard. 

We saw several changes in the membership on the AQA Board during this year, most notably with 

the departure of Emeritus Professor David Mackay after two terms as Chair of the Board. David’s 

tenure with AQA coincided with a period of significant change and he ably oversaw the continued 

and positive development of AQA during this time. I’m grateful to him and other Board members for 

the smooth transition I have received into the role of Chair. I’m delighted to have since welcomed 



Professor Jack Heinemann and Mr Paul Smith to the Board and, latterly, Professor Neil Quigley. I 

look forward to working closely with them alongside established Board members Mr John Sinclair, 

Ms Pania Gray and Ms Michèle Stanton. 

On behalf of the Board I thank Dr Jan Cameron, her staff and AQA auditors for their continued 

commitment to the work of AQA and to the quality of New Zealand university teaching, learning and 

student support. 

 

Emeritus Professor Pat Walsh 

Chair 

Academic Quality Agency for New Zealand Universities 
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